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Must we then teach contempt for wealth? No.
The abolition of its excessive worship will suffice.
We should save, by the same opportunity, its
numerous disciples and, above all, its innumerable
victims. The latter adore and love it solely for
itself. They waste their lives in imploring its
favours and end with having sacrificed everything
to it without often obtaining anything in return.

If wealth were a deity conscious in its cruelty,
it could pursue no different course. It takes from
its followers everything: efforts, time, mind, life,
and in return gives to them only immoderate and
insatiable longings.

Let us imagine a Utopian school in which the
endeavour would be to imbue young minds, not
with contempt for wealth, but a sensible compre-
hension of its merits. The pupils should be shown
that wealth and happiness, as well as fame, great-
ness of soul, or worth, are rarely found on the same
path, and it should then be proved that goodness,
the soul's inestimable treasure, will obtain for its
possessor a happiness that wealth is not in a
position to bestow. The pupils should also be
taught that true wealth lies solely in spiritual
independence. This renders us great and strong,
and it is the only fortune which raises us above
other men. Once obtained, it is no longer subject